


1��

Development Papers Series (8)

 WŽƐŝƟŽŶ�WĂƉĞƌ͗

:ĞƌŝĐŚŽ��ŐƌŽͲ/ŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĂů�WĂƌŬ͗����ŽƌƌŝĚŽƌ�ĨŽƌ�WĞĂĐĞ�Žƌ�
WĞƌƉĞƚƵĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�KĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶ͍

 Prepared by:

�ůĂĂ�dĂƌƟƌ

December 2012

Translated by: Ahmad Barakat

All Rights Reserved for Bisan Center for Research & Development ©

2012

Funded by:



��2��

Bisan Center for Research and Development was established 
LQ� ������ DV� D� QRQ�SURÀW�� QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�� GHPRFUDWLF�
SURJUHVVLYH� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� DLPLQJ� WR� HQKDQFH� VWHDGIDVWQHVV�
RI� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� SHRSOH� DQG� FRQWULEXWH� WR� EXLOG� D� VWURQJ�
3DOHVWLQLDQ� FLYLO� VRFLHW\�� %LVDQ·V� DSSURDFK� LQ� HQKDQFLQJ�
VWHDGIDVWQHVV� LV� WKURXJK� EXLOGLQJ� D� VWURQJ� 3DOHVWLQLDQ�
FLYLO� VRFLHW\� WKURXJK� SURPRWLQJ� D� SDUWLFLSDWRU\� PRGHO�
of development based on the principles of social justice, 
GHPRFUDF\��HTXDOLW\��KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DQG�UHVSHFW�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�
and collective freedom.

Bisan Center for Research and Development

Ramallah – Palestine

$O�1DKGDK�%XLOGLQJ��$O�0DV\RXQ��3�2��%R[������

7HO�����������������������������)D[������������

(PDLO��ELVDQUG#SDOQHW�FRP�

:HEVLWH��ZZZ�ELVDQ�RUJ

����



3��

Position Paper: 

Jericho Agro-Industrial Park: 

A Corridor for Peace or Perpetuation of Occupation?

Overview

-RLQW� H[SRUW�RULHQWHG� LQGXVWULDO� parks are neither a new approach nor a 
recent tactic; the Palestinian Authority (PA) has adopted this approach 
since LWV�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�DV�DQ� LQWHJUDO�part of neoliberal policy conditions, 
free market requirements and donor recommendations. In line with joint 
UHJLRQDO� LQGXVWULDO� ]RQHV�� WKHVH� LQGXVWULDO� SDUNV� have been an important 
aspect of SURPRWLQJ�HFRQRPLF�VROXWLRQV�WR�SROLWLFDO�SUREOHPV�E\�JHQHUDWLQJ�
“peace dividends” to win people’s hearts and minds. Nonetheless, this 
DSSURDFK��ZKLFK�KDV�LQWHQVLÀHG�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�ÀYH�\HDUV�DQG�EHFRPH�NQRZQ�DV�
´)D\\DGLVP�µ�SURYHV�LWV�LQDELOLW\�DQG�IDLOXUH�HYHU\�GD\�DQG�LQ�IDFW�SHUSHWXDWHV�
the occupation and the racist colonial condition directly and indirectly.
$OWKRXJK� WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI� LQGXVWULDO�SDUNV�RYHU� WKH� ODVW� WZR�GHFDGHV�KDV�
QRW�EHHQ�VXFFHVVIXO�RU�LQVSLULQJ��WKH�GRQRU�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�3$�KDYH�UHFHQWO\�
revived the concept of these parks and planned for new ones. Now we hear 
RI�7XUNLVK�*HUPDQ��-DSDQHVH�DQG�)UHQFK�LQGXVWULDO�SDUNV�LQ�-HQLQ��-HULFKR�
and Bethlehem respectively as well as others elsewhere, but rarely do we 
describe them as “Palestinian”. Such industrial parks have become a pillar of 
WKH�VWDWH�EXLOGLQJ�SURMHFW��EROVWHULQJ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�HFRQRP\�DQG�DFKLHYLQJ�
sustainable development from the perspective of PA politicians as well as 
WKH�ERGLHV�DQG�FRPSDQLHV�XQGHUWDNLQJ� WKHVH�SURMHFWV�DQG��RI� FRXUVH�� WKHLU�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VSRQVRUV��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��VRPH�DUJXH�WKDW�WKHVH�SDUNV�FHPHQW�
WKH� 2VOR� DSSURDFK� DQG� QHROLEHUDO� SROLFLHV� DQG� UHLQIRUFH� DQG� OHJLWLPL]H�
WKH� RFFXSDWLRQ�� UHQGHULQJ� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� HFRQRP\�PRUH� VXERUGLQDWH� DQG�
distorted.1 
Clamor and controversy clearly VXUURXQG�WKH�FRQFHSW�DQG�JHQHUDO�DSSURDFK�
RI� EXLOGLQJ� LQGXVWULDO� SDUNV��7KH� FODPRU� LV�PDLQO\� D� UHVXOW� RI� GLIIHULQJ���
XQGHUVWDQGLQJV� RI� WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� SURFHVV�� HFRQRPLF� JRYHUQDQFH� DQG� D�
ODFN�RI� SROLWLFDO� OHJLWLPDF\��+RZ�FRXOG�RQH�� IRU� H[DPSOH�� XQGHUVWDQG� DQG�
1�� %LVDQ� &HQWHU�� 'DZRRG� +DPPRXGHK� ������� ´7KH� -HULFKR�$JUR�,QGXVWULDO� 3DUN�� SURVSHFWLYH�
economic impact,” a series of papers on development, Bisan Center for Research and Development, 
available online at http���ar.bisan.RUJ�sites�default�ÀOHV�lmntq_lsny_fy_ryh.pdf
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LQWHUSUHW�WKH�HQRUPRXV�JDS�EHWZHHQ�SRUWUD\DOV�RI�LQGXVWULDO�SDUNV�DV�´D�QHZ�
IRUP�RI�GLSORPDF\�JHDUHG�WRZDUGV�HQJHQGHULQJ�JURZWK�DQG�SURVSHULW\�µ�RQ�
WKH�RQH�KDQG��DQG�DV�´HFRQRPLF�SULVRQVµ�RQ�WKH�RWKHU"�7KH�-HULFKR�$JUR�
Industrial 3DUN��FRPPRQO\�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�-,&$�SURMHFW��LV�RQO\�DQRWKHU�H[DPSOH�
GHPRQVWUDWLQJ� WKHVH� GLIIHULQJ� SHUVSHFWLYHV� DQG� FRQWUDGLFWRU\� HFRQRPLF�
developmental models. Therefore, this policy brief primarily addresses the 
-HULFKR�$JUR�,QGXVWULDO�3DUN��DWWHPSWV�WR�EULHÁ\�SRLQW�RXW�D�VHW�RI�UHOHYDQW�
LVVXHV�DQG�SURYLGHV�DQVZHUV�WR�WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�TXHVWLRQ�RI�WKLV�SDSHU�

Does the Jericho Agro-Industrial Park entrench and perpetuate the 

occupation or is it a corridor for peace and prosperity?

7R� DQVZHU� WKLV� TXHVWLRQ�� WKH� SDSHU� UDLVHV� RWKHU� TXHVWLRQV� DQG� DUJXPHQWV�
UHODWLQJ� WR� WKH� SURMHFW·V� SROLWLFDO� GLPHQVLRQ�� ZHDNQHVVHV�� VWUHQJWKV� DQG�
economic contributions as well as its Japanese funder’s role, history and 
DSSURDFK��7KH�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�DUJXPHQWV�DOVR�UHODWH�WR�,VUDHO·V�FRRSHUDWLRQ�LQ�
WKLV�SURMHFW�DQG�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�LWV�3DOHVWLQLDQ�RZQHUVKLS��7KH�SDSHU�DWWHPSWV�
to produce brief conclusions and recommendations that will hopefully reach 
GHFLVLRQ�PDNHUV�DQG�JDUQHU�WKHLU�LQWHUHVW�DQG�FRQFHUQ�
7KLV�SDSHU·V�FULWLFDO�VWDQG�WRZDUGV�WKH�-HULFKR�$JUR�,QGXVWULDO�3DUN�LV�EDVHG�RQ�
our call to stakeholders to follow a different development model that responds 
WR�SXEOLF�DVSLUDWLRQV��UHVSHFWV�WKH�VSHFLÀFLWLHV�RI�WKH�FRORQLDO�FRQGLWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�
Palestinians live and understands the development process as a cumulative, 
complementary, economic, social and political one that fundamentally seeks 
WR� OLEHUDWH� KXPDQ� EHLQJV� IURP� GHSHQGHQF\� DQG� KXPLOLDWLRQ�� 7KLV� SURFHVV�
HPDQFLSDWHV� KXPDQ� EHLQJV� E\� IUHHLQJ� WKHP� IURP� SRYHUW\�� LQHTXDOLW\�� IHDU�
DQG� RSSUHVVLRQ�� HPSRZHULQJ� WKHP� WR� FXOWLYDWH� WKHLU� ODQGV�� DQG� H[SDQGLQJ�
their options, capabilities and potentials in order to ensure their happiness. 
Therefore, our counter-mainstream approach is not only intended to be 
GLIIHUHQW� EXW� DOVR� WR� DUJXH� WKDW� DOWHUQDWLYH�PHWKRGV� DQG� XQGHUVWDQGLQJV� DUH�
UHTXLUHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�PDLQWDLQ�D�SDUWLFLSDWRU\�DQG�GLDORJXH�EDVHG�GHYHORSPHQW�
SURFHVV�WKDW�XOWLPDWHO\�OHDGV�WR�WKH�UHDOL]DWLRQ�RI�SHRSOH·V�DVSLUDWLRQV��
7KH�DUJXPHQW�LV�FOHDU�DQG�H[SOLFLW��WKH�-HULFKR�$JUR�,QGXVWULDO�3DUN�VWDQGV�
DV�\HW�DQRWKHU�H[DPSOH�RI�DYRLGLQJ� WKH�SUREOHP�DQG� IDLOLQJ� WR�DGGUHVV� LWV�
URRWV��PHDQLQJ�WKDW�WKLV�SURMHFW�ZDV�QRW�EXLOW�WR�FKDOOHQJH�WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ�EXW�
UDWKHU�WR�LPSRVH�DQ�HFRQRPLF�SHDFH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FRORQL]HU�DQG�WKH�FRORQL]HG��
7KHUHIRUH��E\�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�ODUJHU�SLFWXUH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�IRFXVLQJ�VROHO\�RQ�SURÀW��
ORVV�DQG�HFRQRPLF�HIÀFLHQF\�DQG�KLGLQJ�EHKLQG�HQJLQHHULQJ�UHSRUWV�GUDIWHG�
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LQ�(QJOLVK�DQG�WHFKQLFDO�ODQJXDJH�DV�ZHOO�DV�LPSUHVVLYH�HFRQRPLF�IHDVLELOLW\�
VWXGLHV��ZH�IRFXV�RQ�VDIHJXDUGLQJ�KXPDQ�GLJQLW\�LQ�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�SURFHVV�
DQG� DGRSWLQJ� DQ� DSSURDFK� WRZDUGV� D� VXVWDLQDEOH� XQGLVWRUWHG� GHYHORSPHQW�
SURFHVV�WKDW�LV�LQ�FRPSOHWH�KDUPRQ\�ZLWK�WKH�VSHFLÀFLWLHV�RI�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�
condition and enjoys ownership and protection under a Palestinian national 
DJHQGD�UHVSRQVLYH�WR�SHRSOH·V�DVSLUDWLRQV��

Crisis of trust and legitimacy vis-à-vis project’s economic feasibility

“The Jericho Agro-Industrial Park aims to change the policy of fait accompli 
DQG�HQKDQFH�WKH�SKLORVRSK\�RI�VWHDGIDVWQHVV�DQG�GHÀDQFH�«�LWV�HFRQRPLF�
philosophy is very simple: attract foreign investments to manufacture and 
then export, creating local job opportunities that will have a major role in 
LPSURYLQJ�WKH�*URVV�'RPHVWLF�3URGXFW��*'3��µ��$�3DOHVWLQLDQ�RIÀFLDO��WKH�
Palestinian Industrial Estate and Free Zone Authority (PIEFZA))
“Clearly, the Jericho Agro-Industrial Park may improve agriculture in the 
project area, but it was also designed to improve exports to the Jordan Valley 
VHWWOHPHQWV�DQG�LPSURYH�WKHLU�VWDWXV�«�LW�LV�DOVR�FOHDU�WKDW�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�
$XWKRULW\�DQG�WKH�-DSDQHVH�ÀQDQFHU�FKRVH�DQ�XQIRUWXQDWH�ORFDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�
industrial park, in addition to the major shortcomings in the feasibility studies 
that may render the entire project economically and politically unfeasible.” 
(Bisan 2012)
7KH�TXRWDWLRQV�DERYH�FOHDUO\�VKRZ�GLYHUJHQW�SRVLWLRQV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�SURMHFW�DQG�
EODWDQWO\�UHYHDO�D�ODFN�RI�FODULW\�LQ�DUWLFXODWLQJ�SURMHFW·V�YLVLRQ��LWV�SDFNDJLQJ�DQG�
FRPPXQLFDWLQJ�LWV�JRDOV��6XEVWDQWLDOO\��WKH�TXRWDWLRQV�UHÁHFW�PLVWUXVW�DPRQJ�
WKH� GLIIHUHQW� SDUWLHV� DQG� H[SUHVV� D� JDS� DQG� FULVLV� RI� OHJLWLPDF\� VKDNLQJ� WKH�
3DOHVWLQLDQ�FRQGLWLRQ��,Q�UHJLRQDO�DQG�JOREDO�H[SHULHQFHV��LQGXVWULDO�]RQHV�KDYH�
DOZD\V�EHHQ�D�PDWWHU�RI�FRQWURYHUV\�EHWZHHQ�JRYHUQPHQWV�DQG�HFRQRPLVWV���RU�
VRPH�DW�OHDVW���DV�JRYHUQPHQWV�ZLVK�WR�VHH�TXLFNO\�PDWHULDOL]LQJ�DQG�SXEOLFO\�
YLVLEOH�SURMHFWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�UHDS�SROLWLFDO�DQG�SRSXODU�VXSSRUW�DQG�OHJLWLPDF\�
DQG�SHUKDSV�VHFXUH�UH�HOHFWLRQ�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�HFRQRPLF�UHWXUQ�RI�VXFK�]RQHV�
WR�WKH�JRYHUQPHQWV�DQG�WKH�*'3�
,Q� RUGHU� WR� HQWLFH� DQG� DSSHDVH� WKH� SHRSOH�� JRYHUQPHQWV� FRQGRQH� WKH� WD[�
UHYHQXHV�RI�WKH�LQGXVWULDO�]RQHV��DUH�LQGLIIHUHQW�WR�WKH�ODFN�RI�QDWLRQDO�VHOI�
VXIÀFLHQF\��GR�QRW�SULRULWL]H�ZRUNHUV�DQG�ODERU�ULJKWV�DQG�GR�QRW�HYHQ�FDUH�IRU�
ZRUNHUV·�QDWLRQDOLWLHV��7KLV�SROLWLFDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�FROOLVLRQ�LV�WDNLQJ�place in 
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WKH�2FFXSLHG�3DOHVWLQLDQ�7HUULWRU\��237��LQ�GLIIHUHQW�VKDSHV�DQG�IRUPV��7KXV��
D�WKRURXJK�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�-HULFKR�SURMHFW�PXVW�RFFXU�ZLWKLQ�D�EURDGHU�
VFRSH�DQG�IDFWRU�LQ�WKH�PXOWLSOH�IDFHWV�RI�WKH�FULVLV�RI�WUXVW�DQG�OHJLWLPDF\�
in the Palestinian political arena; the project is not isolated from the PA’s 
policies, development plans, projects for political settlements or even the 
GDLO\�OLYHV�RI�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQV��7KH�GDQJHU�OLHV�LQ�YLHZLQJ�WKLV�SURMHFW�IURP�
D�QDUURZ�SHUVSHFWLYH�WKDW�RYHUORRNV�WKH�JHQHUDO�FRQWH[W��7KH�FULVLV�RI�WUXVW�
DQG�OHJLWLPDF\�DIIHFWV�DOO�DVSHFWV�RI�OLIH�LQFOXGLQJ�LQYHVWPHQW�GHFLVLRQV�DQG�
HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�SURMHFWV�E\�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�DQG�DFWRUV�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�
7KH�FULVLV�RI�WUXVW�DQG�OHJLWLPDF\�DVLGH��DQRWKHU�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�WKH�HFRQRPLF�
IHDVLELOLW\� DQG� SROLWLFDO� GLPHQVLRQ� RI� WKH� SURMHFW� H[LVWV�� 3,()=$� RIÀFLDOV�
EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�-HULFKR�$JUR�,QGXVWULDO�3DUN�WKZDUWV�2VOR·V�ERUGHU�LQGXVWULDO�
]RQHV�PRGHO��ZKLFK� KLUHV� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� ODERUHUV� WR�ZRUN� LQ� ,VUDHOL� IDFWRULHV�
DQG�FRPSDQLHV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�RIÀFLDO�SROLWLFDO�YLHZ��WKH�SDUN�LV�UDGLFDOO\�
GLIIHUHQW�EHLQJ�ORFDWHG�GHHS�LQVLGH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�ODQG�UDWKHU�WKDQ�RQ�WKH�ERUGHU�
ZLWK�,VUDHO��+RZHYHU��ZH�RXJKW�WR�SRVH�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��,VQ·W�LW�XQUHDOLVWLF�WR�
speak of a Palestinian interior in the Jordan Valley and of the border with 
,VUDHO�ZKLOH�ZH�RZQ�QHLWKHU"�$UHQ·W� WKH�IDFWV�RQ� WKH�JURXQG�LQ� WKH�-RUGDQ�
9DOOH\�PXFK�VWURQJHU� WKDQ�DOO�DQDO\VHV�DQG� MXVWLÀFDWLRQV"�,VQ·W� LW� WUXH� WKDW�
DFWXDO� LQGXVWULDO�SDUNV�RQ� WKH�JURXQG�DUH�PHDJHU�DQG�QHJOLJLEOH�FRPSDUHG�
ZLWK�WKHLU�SRUWUD\DO�LQ�UHSRUWV��VWXGLHV�DQG�SUHVV�FRYHUDJH"
2Q�WKH�HFRQRPLF�IURQW��WKH�RIÀFLDO�SHUVSHFWLYH�VHHV�WKUHH�PDMRU�DGYDQWDJHV�
RI�WKH�-HULFKR�$JUR�,QGXVWULDO�3DUN�
D��7KH�SDUN�SURYLGHV�D�JROGHQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�H[SRUW�3DOHVWLQLDQ�SURGXFWV�
ODEHOHG�´0DGH�LQ�3DOHVWLQH�µ�EULQJLQJ�D�3DOHVWLQLDQ�SUHVHQFH�EDFN�WR�WKH�
political and economic map of the world.

E��3URGXFWLRQ�LQSXWV�DQG�UDZ�PDWHULDOV�ZLOO�EH�HQWLUHO\�3DOHVWLQLDQ��FUHDWLQJ�
GLUHFW�DQG�LQGLUHFW�HPSOR\PHQW�DQG�FRQWULEXWLQJ�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�WR�WKH�*'3�E\�
DWWUDFWLQJ�IRUHLJQ�LQYHVWPHQWV�WKDW�H[SRUW�ORFDOO\�PDQXIDFWXUHG�SURGXFWV�

F��7KH�SURMHFW�ZLOO�HQKDQFH�3DOHVWLQLDQV·�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�KROGLQJ�IDVW�WR�
DQG�FXOWLYDWLQJ�WKHLU�ODQGV��UHQGHULQJ�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKLV�
project the ability to funnel international support towards production and 
PDQXIDFWXULQJ��PRYLQJ�DZD\�IURP�FRQVXPSWLRQ��GHI\LQJ�WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ��
DQG��E\�H[WHQVLRQ��FKDQJLQJ�WKH�SROLF\�RI�IDLW�DFFRPSOL�



7��

7KH�TXHVWLRQ��KRZHYHU��LV��KRZ�FDQ�ZH�EH�VXUH�WKDW�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKH�(UH]�
,QGXVWULDO� =RQH�ZLOO� QRW� UHSHDW� LWVHOI� DQG� EHFRPH� DQRWKHU� VWRU\� RI� failure? 
7R�ZKLFK�GHJUHH�DUH�ZH�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�´WUDSSLQJV�RI�VRYHUHLJQW\µ� LQ� WKH�
DEVHQFH� RI� ´VRYHUHLJQW\µ"�*LYHQ�RXU� OLPLWHG� UHVRXUFHV�� VKRXOGQ·W�ZH�SD\�
DWWHQWLRQ� WR� HQVXULQJ� VHOI�VXIÀFLHQF\� ÀUVW� EHIRUH� WXUQLQJ� WR� H[SRUWV�� DW�
OHDVW� LQ� WHUPV� RI� EDVLF� FRPPRGLWLHV"�+RZ� FDQ� WKLV� SURMHFW�� LQ� D� SUDFWLFDO�
sense, empower farmers within their lands when those farmers see their and 
VXUURXQGLQJ�ODQGV�WKUHDWHQHG�ZLWK�FRQÀVFDWLRQ�DQG�FDQQRW�LUULJDWH�WKHLU�FURSV�
GXH�WR�WKH�ODFN�RI�ZDWHU�DQG�EDQ�DJDLQVW�GULOOLQJ�ZHOOV"� In other words, is it 
UDWLRQDO�WR�WKLQN�RI�WKLV�SURMHFW�LQ�LGHDO�WHUPV�DQG�IRUJHW�WKH�JHQHUDO�FRQWH[W"�
,V� LW�QRW�VWUDQJH�WR�LQYHVW�KXQGUHGV�RI�PLOOLRQV�DQG�ODWHU�GLVFRYHU�WKDW�\RX�
FDQQRW�H[SRUW"�6KRXOGQ·W�ZH�DGGUHVV�WKH�ZHDNQHVVHV�RI�VXFK�D�SURMHFW�EHIRUH�
VWDUWLQJ�WR�LPSOHPHQW�LW"
2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH�XQFOHDU�UROH�RI�,VUDHO��,VUDHOL�LQYHVWRUV�DQG�VHWWOHPHQWV�
in the project is a major focus of controversy. The Japanese say Israel is a 
partner in the project, and the Palestinians say Israel’s involvement stems from 
WKH�VLJQHG�DJUHHPHQWV�WKDW�JRYHUQ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQV�
and the Israelis.� In both cases, Israel’s involvement in the project is linked to 
LQFHQWLYHV�,VUDHO�UHFHLYHV�DQG�VHFXULW\�JXDUDQWHHV�IRU�LWV�SURWHFWLRQ��,VUDHO�LV�
QRW�WUHDWHG�DV�D�FRORQLDO�SRZHU�WKDW�PXVW�EH�FKDOOHQJHG�DQG�GHIHDWHG��2Q�WKH�
FRQWUDU\��,VUDHO�LV�EHJJHG�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�WKH�DJUR�LQGXVWULDO�
SDUN�DQG�DVVXUHG�WKDW�WKH�SDUN�ZLOO�LPSURYH�VHFXULW\�DQG�EULQJ�SHDFH�FORVHU��
In contrast, some say the settlers have no incentive to be involved with the 
DJUR�LQGXVWULDO� ]RQH� EHFDXVH� LW�ZLOO� EH� VXEMHFW� WR� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� ODZV� DQG� VR�
they will lose the Israeli incentives. There are also the various technical 
FRPPLWWHHV� WKDW� ,VUDHO� SURÀFLHQWO\� XVHV� WR�PLVOHDG� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQV��$V� D�
3DOHVWLQLDQ�RIÀFLDO�SXWV�LW��́ WKH\·UH�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DW�PLVOHDGLQJ�XV�µ�7KH�QHHG�

���'XULQJ�D�ÀHOG�YLVLW�WR�WKH�QXFOHXV�DJUR�LQGXVWULDO�SDUN��IDUPHUV��RQO\�D�IHZ�PHWHUV�DZD\�IURP�
WKH�SDUN��VKRZHG�XV�GHPROLWLRQ�QRWLFHV�LVVXHG�DJDLQVW�WKHLU�ODQGV�DQG�VODWHG�IRU�H[HFXWLRQ�RYHU�
WKH�XSFRPLQJ�ZHHNV��:H�ZHUH�DOVR�LQIRUPHG�RI�WKH�VFDUFLW\�RI�LUULJDWLRQ�ZDWHU��7KH�REYLRXV�
TXHVWLRQ�LV��KRZ�ZLOO�WKH�DJUR�LQGXVWULDO�SDUN�DGGUHVV�WKHVH�FKDOOHQJHV"
�. The “Palestine Documents” reveal that the “Corridor for Peace and Prosperity” initiative 
SULRULWL]HV� ,VUDHOL� LQWHUHVWV�� VXFK�DV� VHFXULW\��RYHU�3DOHVWLQLDQ�EDVLF�QHHGV��+HQFH�� LW� SUHVHQWV�
DQRWKHU�2VOR�OLNH�PRGHO�SURMHFW�WKDW�XSKROGV�́ ,VUDHO·V�VHFXULW\�ÀUVW�µ�7KH�GRFXPHQWV�DOVR�UHYHDO�
WKDW�WKH�XQLW�RQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�QHJRWLDWLRQV�LQ������ZDV�DJDLQVW�ZKDW�LW� WHUPHG�WKH�-,&$�SURMHFW�
EHFDXVH�LW�GRHV�QRW�FRPSO\�ZLWK�WKH�2VOR�$FFRUGV��WKH�3DULV�3URWRFRO�RU�WKH������$JUHHPHQW�RQ�
0RYHPHQW�DQG�$FFHVV��3DOHVWLQH�'RFXPHQWV������DQG��������1RQHWKHOHVV�� WKH�QHJRWLDWLRQV·�
FHLOLQJ�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�ORZHUHG�RQFH�DJDLQ��RYHUORRNLQJ�SURMHFWV�WKDW�YLRODWH�DJUHHPHQWV�
DQG�SURWRFROV�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�PRQH\��D�QDWXUDO�UHÁHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWDWH�RI�ÀQDQFLDO�GHSHQGHQF\�
on donors.
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LV�FRPSHOOLQJ�WR�UHPDLQ�YLJLODQW�DQG�QRW�IROORZ�WKH�SDWK�RI�,VUDHOL�UHDFWLRQV�
DQG�RIIHUV�DQG�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�´ODXQGHULQJµ�VHWWOHPHQW�SURGXFWV��,QGHHG��LW�
LV�FUXFLDO�WR�IRUPXODWH�D�3DOHVWLQLDQ�QDWLRQDO�YLVLRQ�LQ�WKLV�UHJDUG�WKDW�VHHNV�
QRW�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�RFFXS\LQJ�SRZHU�EXW�UDWKHU�WR�LVRODWH�DQG�ER\FRWW�LW��

Lack of ownership and popular accountability 

“Knowledgeable Japanese experts must be brought in to make Palestinian 
FDGUHV�PRUH� HIÀFLHQW� ���� ,·P� WHOOLQJ� \RX� WKH\·UH� H[SHUWV��PHDQLQJ� H[SHUWV��
experts, experts.” (Palestinian Project Coordinator, JICA)
“Reports and project feasibility studies are only in English because of the 
OLPLWHG�EXGJHW�DQG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRQWURO�FRVWV�µ�-DSDQHVH�2IÀFLDO��-,&$�
The lack of Palestinian ownership of the Jericho Area-Industrial Park manifests 
LQ�VHYHUDO�IRUPV��7KH�SURMHFW�VSHDNV�RQO\�(QJOLVK�DQG�-DSDQHVH��QR�IHDVLELOLW\�
VWXGLHV��UHSRUWV�RU�LPSRUWDQW�VWUDWHJLF�SDSHUV�H[LVW�LQ�$UDELF��,QVWHDG��WKH\�DUH�
IXOO\�GUDIWHG�LQ�(QJOLVK��,V�LW�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�DOO�3DOHVWLQLDQV�DUH�DEOH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�
(QJOLVK�ÁXHQWO\"�0RUHRYHU��WKH�SURMHFW·V�ZHEVLWH�LV�HQWLUHO\�LQ�(QJOLVK��DQG�LW�
DGGV�WR�RQH·V�DVWRQLVKPHQW�WR�ÀQG�WKDW�WKH�VLJQV�KDQJLQJ�RQ�WKH�IHQFH�RI�WKH�
QXFOHXV�DJUR�LQGXVWULDO�SDUN�LQ�-HULFKR�DUH�DOVR�ZULWWHQ�LQ�(QJOLVK��7KHUHIRUH��
this situation clearly violates the principles of the Paris Declaration on Aid 
Effectiveness, which, despite their faults and problems, Japan and the PA 
VWURQJO\�SURPRWH�LQ�WKHLU�UKHWRULF��:K\�WKHQ�LJQRUH�WKH�$UDELF�ODQJXDJH"�'RHV�
LW�LPSOLFLWO\�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKH�-DSDQHVH�DUH�WKH�RQHV�ZKR�SUHSDUH�DOO�UHSRUWV�DQG�
SODQV�DQG�WKDW�ZH��WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQV��VLPSO\�LPSOHPHQW�ZKDW�-DSDQHVH�H[SHUWV�
GHFLGH"� 8QFRQYLQFLQJO\�� WKH� -DSDQHVH� VD\� WKDW� WKH\� ODFN� HQRXJK� EXGJHW�
allocations to translate the reports, whereas the Palestinian side sees no problem 
or harm or is convinced of a statement made by a Palestinian representative to 
-,&$�WKDW�́ -DSDQHVH�NQRZOHGJH�UHDFKHV�$UDEV�DQG�3DOHVWLQLDQV��WKHQ�$UDEV�DQG�
3DOHVWLQLDQV�RXJKW�WR�WUDQVODWH�WKDW�NQRZOHGJH��,W�LV�XQUHDVRQDEOH�WR�KDYH�WKH�
-DSDQHVH�GR�HYHU\WKLQJ�µ
The second principle of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness of mutual 
DFFRXQWDELOLW\��SRSXODU�FRQWURO�DQG�GLVFORVXUH�LV�DOVR�EHLQJ�YLRODWHG��$SDUW�
IURP� IHDVLELOLW\� VWXGLHV�� FULWLFL]HG�E\�PDQ\� LQFOXGLQJ�SURMHFW�PDQDJHUV�DV�
FRQWDLQLQJ� LQDFFXUDWH� QXPEHUV� H[DJJHUDWHG�E\� WKH� -DSDQHVH�� QR� FOHDU� DQG�
WUDQVSDUHQW� ÀQDQFLDO� UHSRUWV� RU� EXGJHWV� DUH� DYDLODEOH� IRU� WKH� SXUSRVHV� RI�
H[HUFLVLQJ�RYHUVLJKW�DQG�LPSRVLQJ�DFFRXQWDELOLW\��,W�LV�ZRUWK�PHQWLRQLQJ�WKDW�
QHLWKHU�-,&$·V�UHFRUG�LQ�GLVEXUVLQJ�DLG�QRU�WKH�3$·V�UHFRUG�LQ�UHFHLYLQJ�DQG�
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H[SHQGLQJ�WKDW�DLG�DUH�ÁDZOHVV��DQG�VR�3DOHVWLQLDQ�FLWL]HQV�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�
H[SHUWV�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�FRQÀGHQW�RU�FRPIRUWDEOH�WKDW�WKH�IXQGV�ZLOO�EH�HPSOR\HG�
in an effective and transparent manner. Popular control and accountability is 
DOPRVW�QRQH[LVWHQW�IRU�WKLV�HOLWLVW�SURMHFW�FRQVLGHULQJ�LWV�ÀQDQFHU��VRPH�RI�WKH�
3DOHVWLQLDQ�GHFLVLRQ�PDNHUV�DQG�WKH�VHJPHQW�RI�WKH�SULYDWH�VHFWRU�LQYROYHG�
+HQFH�� WKH� SDUWLFLSDWRU\� GHYHORSPHQW� DSSURDFK�� LQ�ZKLFK� GHYHORSPHQW� LV�
built from the bottom up rather than imposed from above, is entirely absent, 
PHDQLQJ� WKDW� WKH� IUHTXHQW� WDON� DERXW� VWUHQJWKHQLQJ� DQG� HPSRZHULQJ� WKH�
DYHUDJH�FLWL]HQ�LV�KLJKO\�H[DJJHUDWHG�DQG�SHUKDSV�FRQVWLWXWHV�D�IDOODF\�
The project also clearly violates the other three principles of the Paris Declaration 
RQ�$LG�(IIHFWLYHQHVV��7KH� SURMHFW� YLRODWHV� WKH� SULQFLSOHV� RI� KDUPRQL]DWLRQ��
PDQDJLQJ�IRU�UHVXOWV�DQG�DOLJQPHQW�VLPSO\�EHFDXVH�WKH�JRDOV�RI�LWV�VWDNHKROGHUV�
GLIIHU�� -,&$·V� JRDO� LV� WR� WDNH� D� VWHS� IRUZDUG� RQ� WKH�&RUULGRU� IRU�3HDFH� DQG�
3URVSHULW\� �SROLWLFDO�JRDO���ZKLOH� WKH�3$�DLPV� WR� UHFUXLW�3DOHVWLQLDQ� ODERUHUV�
DQG�H[SRUW�SURGXFWV��HFRQRPLF�JRDO���-,&$�DQG�WKH�3$�DOVR�GLIIHU�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�
WR� RWKHU� JRDOV� LQFOXGLQJ� RSHUDWLRQDO� JRDOV�� 7KH� SURMHFW� DOVR� YLRODWHV� WKHVH�
SULQFLSOHV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�ODFN�RI�DJUHHPHQW�RQ�WKH�WKLUG�SKDVH�RI�WKH�SURMHFW��
-,&$�KDV�DSSURYHG�WKH�ÀUVW�DQG�VHFRQG�SKDVHV�RI�WKH�SURMHFW�RQO\��WKH�HDVLHU�
SDUW�PRVWO\�ORFDWHG�LQ�$UHD�$���ZKLOH�WKH�PRUH�GLIÀFXOW�SDUW�LQ�$UHD�&�ZLOO�EH�
VXEMHFW�WR�RWKHU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�UHODWHG�WR�HYDOXDWLQJ�WKH�SURMHFW·V�VXFFHVV��7KLV�
contradicts the PA’s demands since the third phase is the most important for its 
RZQ�JRDOV��$OVR��WKH�GHYHORSHU·V�GLVDSSURYDO�RI�WKH�GLYLVLRQ�RI�WKH�VWDJHV�RI�
WKH�SURMHFW�UDLVHV�D�VHULRXV�TXHVWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�DOLJQPHQW�DQG�KDUPRQL]DWLRQ��
)LQDOO\��WKH�ODFN�RI�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�LV�FOHDU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�YDULRXV�LQGXVWULDO�]RQHV�
LQ�WKH�237��7KLV�LV�H[SODLQHG�ZLWK�WKH�DUJXPHQW�WKDW�HDFK�RI�WKH�]RQHV�KDV�D�
XQLTXH�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��+RZHYHU��GRHVQ·W�HFRQRPLF�ORJLF�DVVXPH��
DW�OHDVW��FRRUGLQDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�LQGXVWULDO�]RQHV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�FRPSHWLWLRQ�IRU�
UHVRXUFHV��FDSLWDO��SROLWLFDO�GHFLVLRQV��DQG�LQYHVWRUV��DSSHDVLQJ�WKH�RFFXS\LQJ�
SRZHU�DQG�SD\LQJ�WKH�SULFH"
Since popular accountability has multiple facets, the need arises to identify 
the impact of the industrial park on income variation and opportunities as 
well as its impact on economic and social inequality. Clearly, the industrial 
SDUN�ZLOO�PDLQO\�EHQHÀW�D�FHUWDLQ�VHJPHQW�RI�QHR�HQWUHSUHQHXUV�ZKR�KDYH�
GUDPDWLFDOO\�ÁRXULVKHG�VLQFH������WKDQNV�WR�HQKDQFHG�QHROLEHUDO�HFRQRPLF�
policies, in addition to some major players in the private sector.4 Therefore, 
4��7KH�GHYHORSHU�RI�WKH�DJUR�LQGXVWULDO�SDUN�KDV�UHFHLYHG����DSSOLFDWLRQV�DQG�OHWWHUV�RI�LQWHUHVW�
PRVWO\�IURP�ORFDO�LQYHVWRUV�DQG�WZR�RU�WKUHH�IRUHLJQ�LQYHVWRUV��HVSHFLDOO\�IURP�-RUGDQ���+RZHYHU��
the quality of the projects as well as the names and characteristics of investors have remained 
under wraps so far.
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WKH�SDUN�GRHV�QRW�DLP�WR�HQFRXUDJH�VPDOO�LQYHVWRUV�DQG�WKH�OHVV�IRUWXQDWH�WR�
DFFHVV� FDSLWDO�� LQFHQWLYHV�� DVVLVWDQFH� DQG� H[WHUQDO� JXDUDQWHHV��7KH� SDUN� KDV�
WKH� LQFHQWLYH� RI� 8�6�� ÀQDQFLDO� JXDUDQWHHV� DQG� IDFLOLWLHV� IURP� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
LQVWLWXWLRQV�JHDUHG�WRZDUGV�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�VROYHQF\�DQG�SRZHU�RI�
D�FHUWDLQ�HOLWH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�VRFLHW\��FDSDEOH�RI�QHWZRUNLQJ�UHJLRQDOO\��
This project represents the vision of the public and private sectors; a vision 
WKDW� LV� SURÀW�RULHQWHG� DQG� IRFXVHG� RQ� WKH� UXOHV� RI� ÀQDQFLDO� HIIHFWLYHQHVV�
DQG�HFRQRPLF�HIÀFLHQF\��7KLV�YLVLRQ�FHUWDLQO\�GRHV�QRW�SDYH�WKH�ZD\�IRU�DQ�
DOWHUQDWLYH�SULYDWH�VHFWRU�UROH� LQ� WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�SURFHVV�EDVHG�RQ�FUHDWLQJ�
a resistance economy that empowers Palestinians on their land, ensures their 
GLJQLW\�DQG�ZRUNV�WRZDUGV�DFKLHYLQJ�VXVWDLQDEOH�GHYHORSPHQW�WKDW�SULPDULO\�
seeks to liberate the land and the people.
7KH� ODFN� RI� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� RZQHUVKLS� RI� WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� SURFHVV� LQ� JHQHUDO�
DQG� WKH�DJUR�LQGXVWULDO�SDUN� LQ�SDUWLFXODU�QRUPDOO\� UHVSRQGV� WR� WKH� UROH�DQG�
UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�ÀQDQFLHUV�DQG�WKHLU�SROLF\�SUHVFULSWLRQV��ZKHUHE\�WKH�ÀQDQFLHUV�
KDYH� WKH� ÀQDO� VD\� DQG� FRQWURO� ´GHYHORSPHQWµ� SURMHFWV��7KLV� XQGHUOLQHV� WKH�
SUREOHPDWLF�UROH�RI�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�IXQGLQJ�LQGXVWU\�DQG�LWV�LPSOLFDWLRQV�ERWK�
IRU�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�SURFHVV�DQG�IRU�HQGLQJ�SHUSHWXDWLQJ�WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ�

,QYHVWPHQW�ÁDYRUHG�GHYHORSPHQW��-,&$�DQG�LWV�SUREOHPDWLF�UROH��
from the Japanese people to the Japanese experts

“Japan is not concerned with justifying its aid expenditure to the taxpayer, 
so will invest in projects that could be considered risky.”5 �-,&$·V�'HSXW\�
Representative to the PA)
“We have discovered considerable problems in the work of the Japanese 
$JHQF\�IRU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RRSHUDWLRQ��ZKLFK�ÀQDQFHG�D�WKUHH�\HDU�agricultural 
project in the Palestinian territories but declined to discuss the size of the 
SURMHFW·V�EXGJHW����WR�GLVFRYHU�ODWHU�WKDW�WKH�EXGJHW�ZDV����PLOOLRQ�DQG�WKH�
DPRXQW�VSHQW�LQ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�WHUULWRULHV�ZDV�RQO\�����������ZKLOH�WKH�UHVW�
was disbursed to Japanese experts .. Japanese companies .. or to JICA .. and 
ZH�GLGQ·W�NQRZ�KRZ�LW�ZDV�VSHQW����PHDQLQJ�WKDW�-,&$�LWVHOI�FRQVXPHG�����
RI�WKH�SURMHFW·V�EXGJHW�µ� (Former PA minister of agriculture)

�. “Jericho business park aims to inch Palestine towards sustainability”, The Guardian, 18 
-XQH�������http���www.JXDUGLDQ.co.uk�JOREDO-development������jun�18�jericho-business-park-
palestine-sustainability
6��'X·HLN�KROGV�D�SUHVV�FRQIHUHQFH�RQ�D�́ MRLQW�YLVLRQ�IRU�WKH�DJULFXOWXUDO�VHFWRU�VWUDWHJ\’’��0D·DQ�
1HZV�$JHQF\��)HEUXDU\�����������http���www.maannews.net�arb�ViewDetails.DVS[?ID=������
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7KH�TXRWDWLRQV�DERYH�UHIHU�WR�WKH�FRPSOH[�DQG�SUREOHPDWLF�UROH�WKDW�-,&$�
SOD\V� LQ� WKH�237�� -DSDQ� LV� D�PDMRU� SURYLGHU� RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� DLG� DQG� KDV�
VLJQLÀFDQW� ZHLJKW� DQG� LQÁXHQFH�� +RZHYHU�� OLNH�PDQ\� ÀQDQFHUV�� LWV� ZRUN�
UDLVHV�TXHVWLRQV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�RI�LWV�DLG�DQG�LWV�RYHUDOO�UROH�LQ�
SHUSHWXDWLQJ� WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ��7KH� DEVHQFH�RI� DQ\� LPSHUDWLYH� WR� MXVWLI\� DLG�
WR�-DSDQHVH�WD[SD\HUV�GHSULYHV�-DSDQHVH�FLWL]HQV�RI�NQRZLQJ�ZKHWKHU�WKHLU�
contributions are indeed disbursed towards the development of the Palestinian 
SHRSOH�RU�IRU�RWKHU�SXUSRVHV��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��LW�KDV�EHHQ�UHSHDWHGO\�SURYHQ�
WKDW�-,&$�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�́ GHYHORSPHQW�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�DJHQFLHVµ�WKDW�
most often retains its funds for itself or funnels them back to Japan directly 
DQG� LQGLUHFWO\�� DV� VKRZQ� LQ� WKH� TXRWH� DERYH��:H� UHIHU� WR� WKHVH� H[DPSOHV�
QRW� WR�VODQGHU�-,&$�DQG�RWKHU�GRQRUV��EXW� WR�DUJXH�IRU� WKH�QHHG� WR� IXUWKHU�
XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�-DSDQHVH�ÀQDQFHU��LWV�KLVWRU\��DQG�PRGXV�RSHUDQGL��,W�VHHPV�WR�
EH�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�D�-DSDQHVH�-DSDQHVH�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�PDUNHW��
´ZLWK�WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�WKDW�QHLWKHU�-DSDQ�QRU�LWV�HFRQRP\�QHHGV�3DOHVWLQH�DQG�
its market.” The production inputs to this investment are Japanese, and many 
RI�LWV�RXWSXWV�DUH�XWLOL]HG�E\�WKH�-DSDQHVH��PHDQLQJ�WKDW�WKH�EXON�RI�-DSDQHVH�
IXQGV�UHPDLQ�LQ�WKH�DFFRXQWV�RI�H[SHUWV�DQG�-DSDQHVH�FRPSDQLHV��DQG�RQO\�D�
VPDOO�DPRXQW�UHPDLQ�LQ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�PDUNHW��+HQFH��WKH�SURSHU�GHVFULSWLRQ�
of Japanese funds is investment, rather than aid. To put it more bluntly, one 
PD\�DUJXH� WKDW� WKH� IXQGV�SDLG�E\� WKH� -DSDQHVH�SHRSOH�JR� WR� WKH� -DSDQHVH�
H[SHUWV� UDWKHU� WKDQ� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� SHRSOH�� $FFRUGLQJO\�� -,&$·V� PRGXV�
RSHUDQGL�LV�SUREOHPDWLF�DQG�UHTXLUHV�H[WHQVLYH�FODULÀFDWLRQ�DQG�GLVFORVXUH�� 
JLYHQ� WKH� ODFN�RI�JXDUDQWHHV� WR�HQVXUH� WKDW� WKH�DJUR�LQGXVWULDO�SDUN�ZRXOG�
EH�DQ�H[FHSWLRQ�WR�WKLV�DSSURDFK��,QGHHG��WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DYDLODEOH�XQWLO�WKH�
WLPH�RI�ZULWLQJ�LQGLFDWHV�D�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�LQYROYHPHQW�RI�-DSDQHVH�FRPSDQLHV�
DQG�H[SHUWV�LQ�GHVLJQLQJ�DQG�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�WKH�SURMHFW�
7KDQNLQJ�WKH�-DSDQHVH�IRU�WKHLU�ÀQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�SURMHFW�LV�QRW�HQRXJK��
WKH\�KDYH�WKHLU�VKRUWFRPLQJV�OLNH�RWKHU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DQG�UHJLRQDO�DFWRUV�LQ�WKH�
SROLWLFDO�VSKHUH��:H�VKRXOG�QRW�DFFHSW�PRQH\�LQ�H[FKDQJH�IRU�NHHSLQJ�VLOHQW�
DQG�FRYHULQJ�XS�SROLWLFDO�LQDELOLW\�DQG�IDLOXUH��WKH�GXW\�RI�DOO�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
DFWRUV�LQ�WKH�237�VKRXOG�EH�GLUHFWO\�IRFXVHG�RQ�ULGGLQJ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQV�RI�
RFFXSDWLRQ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�ZDVWLQJ�3DOHVWLQLDQV·�SUHFLRXV�WLPH�DQG�DOUHDG\�VFDUFH�
��� 7KH� DQVZHUV� SURYLGHG� E\� WKH� SURMHFW·V� -DSDQHVH� RIÀFLDO� ZHUH� UHPDUNDEO\� VKRUW�� WKH�
TXHVWLRQV�ZHUH�HYHQ�ORQJHU�WKDQ�KLV�DQVZHUV��:KHQ�DVNHG�DERXW�WKH�FXUUHQW�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
DJUR�LQGXVWULDO�SDUN�DQG�ZKHWKHU�WKH�LVVXH�RI�SULYDWHO\�RZQHG�ODQGV�KDV�EHHQ�VHWWOHG�DV�ZHOO�DV�
DERXW�FRRUGLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�RWKHU�LQGXVWULDO�]RQHV�LQ�WKH�:HVW�%DQN��WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI�LQYHVWRUV�DQG�
WKH�SURMHFW·V�ÀQDQFHV��WKH�DQVZHU�ZDV�FOHDU�DQG�WKH�VDPH��UHIHU�WR�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�,QGXVWULDO�
(VWDWH�DQG�)UHH�=RQH�$XWKRULW\�IRU�PRUH�GHWDLOV�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�
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UHVRXUFHV�DQG�GLVWUDFWLQJ�WKHP�IURP�UHVLVWLQJ�WKH�RFFXSLHU�DQG�GLVPDQWOLQJ�
WKH�FRORQL]DWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�OLYH��(FRQRPLF�UHVLVWDQFH�LV�FHUWDLQO\�D�IRUP�
and a model of resistance that we must seek but the establishment of an 
DJUR�LQGXVWULDO�SDUN�GRHV�QRW�VHUYH�WKLV�SXUSRVH��2Q�WKH�FRQWUDU\��LW�SURPRWHV�
IRUFHG�LQWHJUDWLRQ�DQG�DV\PPHWULF�FRQWDLQPHQW�LQ�WKH�,VUDHOL�HFRQRP\�DQG�
HYHQ� IDFLOLWDWHV� WKH� HQWU\� RI� WKH� ,VUDHOL� HFRQRP\� LQWR� QHLJKERULQJ� $UDE�
UHJLRQDO�HFRQRPLHV��ZKLFK�UHÁHFWV�RQH�KD]DUGRXV�DVSHFW�RI�WKH�SURMHFW�
$QRWKHU�KD]DUGRXV�DVSHFW�RI�WKH�SURMHFW�LV�WKDW�LW�IDYRUV�WHFKQLFDO��HQJLQHHULQJ�
DQG�WHFKQRFUDWLF�ODQJXDJH�DQG�SXUH�SURÀW�DQG�ORVV�DQDO\VHV�DQG�HFRQRPLF�
viability over other important – possibly fundamental – considerations such 
as the political dimension of the project and the associated framework of 
SROLWLFDO�HFRQRP\��2I�FRXUVH��WKLV�LV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�WHFKQLFDO��QXPHULFDO�
DQG�PHFKDQLFDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�SURFHVV�KHOG�E\� WKH�3$�
DQG�LWV�SDUWQHUV��DQ�DSSURDFK�WKDW�LV�XVXDOO\�UHGXFHG�WR�WKH�UHDOL]HG�HFRQRPLF�
JURZWK�UDWH�DQG�ÀJXUH��7KLV�DSSURDFK�IDLOV�WR�ORRN�DW�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�SURFHVV�
as a complementary cumulative socio-economic and political process for the 
SHRSOH�DQG�E\�WKH�SHRSOH�WKDW�VHHNV�WR�H[SDQG�WKHLU�FDSDELOLWLHV�DQG�IUHHGRPV�
DQG��E\�H[WHQVLRQ��DGRSW�DQ�LGHRORJLFDO�DSSURDFK�EDVHG�RQ�D�SHRSOH�FHQWHUHG�
development process responsive to the public’s aspirations.

 What next and where to: towards bridging the legitimacy gap 

“As far as I know, Israel does not provide privileges and facilities to the 
Jericho Agro-Industrial Park .. I also understand that Israel does not need 
to obtain political and economic incentives ... JICA is an executive agency 
for international cooperation. We do not aim to achieve political goals .. 
but hope to contribute through the success of the agro-industrial park to the 
SURPRWLRQ�RI�UHJLRQDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�WKURXJK�-DSDQ·V�&RUULGRU�IRU�3HDFH�DQG�
3URVSHULW\�LQLWLDWLYH�µ��-DSDQHVH�RIÀFLDO��-,&$�
“When the concept of the Corridor for Peace and Prosperity is materialized, 
the regional problem will be solved through economic, rather than security 
or political, ways. We believe that Japan is the only one in a position to 
DFKLHYH�WKLV�µ��-,&$���������-DSDQHVH�)RUHLJQ�0LQLVWHU�
,Q�WKH�ÀQDO�DQDO\VLV��-DSDQ·V�ÀQDQFLQJ�RI�WKLV�DJUR�LQGXVWULDO�SDUN�LV�FOHDUO\�
another investment in the political peace process within the framework and 
YLVLRQ�RI�WKH�2VOR�$FFRUGV�DQG�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�GHYHORSPHQW��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�
EHLQJ�DQ�HFRQRPLF�SURMHFW�DLPLQJ�WR�UHDOL]H�D�SROLWLFDO�JRDO�DV�WKH�TXRWDWLRQV�
DERYH�UHYHDO��1HYHUWKHOHVV��RXU�DUJXPHQW�LQ�WKLV�UHJDUG�LV�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG��
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DQ\�SURMHFW�WKDW�DYRLGV�DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ�DQG�FOHDUO\�HQGLQJ�LW�ULVNV�
FRQWULEXWLQJ� WR� OHJLWLPL]LQJ�DQG�SHUSHWXDWLQJ� WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ��ZKLFK� LV� WKH�
GDQJHU�RI�WKH�DGRSWHG�PDLQVWUHDP�DSSURDFK�DQG�QRW�RQO\�WKH�DJUR�LQGXVWULDO�
park per se. The park is the product of a particular model that it reinforces and 
EHQHÀWV�IURP��EXW�FDQQRW�E\�DQ\�PHDQV�UHYHUVH�WKH�WUHQG�RI�GH�GHYHORSPHQW�
RU�LQWURGXFH�UHDO�VWUXFWXUDO�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�HFRQRP\��,W�LV�D�ELWWHU�
WUXWK�WKDW�ZH�PXVW�DFNQRZOHGJH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�KLGLQJ�EHKLQG�QXPEHUV��VWDWLVWLFV�
DQG�VFHQDULRV�DVVXPLQJ�JRRG�IDLWK��QRW�DV�D�PDWWHU�RI�SHVVLPLVP��EXW�DV�D�
matter of realism.
$V�QRWHG�DERYH��WKH�PRVW�XUJHQW�WDVN�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HQVXUH�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�WKH�
-HULFKR�$JUR�,QGXVWULDO�3DUN�LV�WR�EULGJH�WKH�JDS�RI�WUXVW�DQG�OHJLWLPDF\�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�3$�DQG�LWV�SROLFLHV�DQG�WKH�RUGLQDU\�FLWL]HQV��7KLV�JDS�KDV�GUDVWLFDOO\�ZLGHQHG�
DQG�LW�LV�LPSHUDWLYH�WR�HLWKHU�EULGJH�LW�RU�FKDQJH�WKH�NH\�SOD\HUV�RU�WKH�UXOHV�RI�
WKH�JDPH��7KLV��RI�FRXUVH��LV�D�SROLWLFDO�GHFLVLRQ�SDU�H[FHOOHQFH�DQG�FDQQRW�EH�
PDGH� WKURXJK�EDOORW�ER[HV�RU� VXSHUÀFLDO� IRUPV�RI�GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ�RQO\��EXW�
UDWKHU�WKURXJK�DJUHHPHQW�RQ�D�QDWLRQDO�VWUXJJOH�DSSURDFK�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�HQWDLO�
FRPSHWLQJ�IRU�SRZHU�SRVLWLRQV�DQG�DXWKRULW\�EXW�WR�UHFODLP�WKH�KRPHODQG�DQG�
freedom. 
We, as Palestinians, are required more than ever to conclude a national 
DJUHHPHQW�UHJDUGLQJ�,VUDHO·V�UROH�LQ�SURMHFWV�VXFK�DV�WKH�DJUR�LQGXVWULDO�SDUN��
DV�LW�LV�XQUHDVRQDEOH�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�,VUDHO�DV�ERWK�RXU�SDUWQHU�DQG�FRORQL]HU��,W�LV�
time to dismantle the intricate joint network of businesses and relationships 
DQG� QDWLRQDOO\� DJUHH�� LQ� DFFRUGDQFH� ZLWK� D� SDUWLFLSDWRU\� GLDORJXH�EDVHG�
GHYHORSPHQW� SURJUDP�� RQ� WKH� UROH� WKDW�ZH�ZDQW� IRU� ,VUDHO�� GR�ZH�ZDQW� WR�
GHDO�ZLWK�,VUDHO�DV�DQ�RFFXS\LQJ�FRORQLDO�SRZHU�RU�DV�D�SDUWQHU�DQG�QHLJKERU"�
The question surely intersects with the need to adopt a different approach to 
GHYHORSPHQW��RQH�WKDW�HQDEOHV�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�DV�IUHHGRP�
DQG�OLEHUDWLRQ��DQG�DOVR�ZLWK�WKH�QHHG�WR�UHWKLQN�DQG�FRQWULEXWH�WR�FKDQJLQJ�WKH�
H[LVWLQJ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DLG�SDUDGLJP�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�VXFK�DLG�GRHV�QRW�FRQWLQXH�
to cover up for and pay the cost of occupation.
7KH� EULHI� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV� DERYH� DUH� FHUWDLQO\� QRW� H[FOXVLYH� WR� WKH� DJUR�
industrial park in Jericho but rather concern the development process as a 
whole. Therefore, we clearly state that the industrial park is part of the overall 
FRQWH[W�DQG�GRHV�QRW�VWDQG�LQ�LVRODWLRQ��*LYLQJ�LW�D�XQLTXH�FKDUDFWHU�DV�LI�LW�is 
VXEMHFW� WR�GLIIHUHQW� FRQGLWLRQV� LPSOLHV� LJQRUDQFH�RI� WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ·V� UDFLVW�
SROLFLHV�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�DQG�JUHDWO\�H[DJJHUDWLQJ�WKH�DELOLW\�RI�WKH�3$�DQG�LWV�
bodies to impose their will with their current models and methods, whilst they 
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UHPDLQ� XQDEOH� WR� EUHDN� IUHH� IURP�HFRQRPLF� GHSHQGHQFH� RQ� WKH� RFFXS\LQJ�
power.
6LQFH�WKH�LQGXVWULDO�SDUN�SURMHFW�LV�D�FRPSRQHQW�RI�LQVWLWXWLRQ�EXLOGLQJ�within 
WKH�VWDWH�EXLOGLQJ�SURMHFW��GRHV�WKDW�PHDQ�WKDW�WKH�IDLOXUH�RI�WKH�VWDWH�EXLOGLQJ�
project entails the automatic failure of the industrial park project? In the 
HQG�� QDLYH� SROLFLHV� WKDW� DVVXPH� QHXWUDOLW\� LQ� GRLQJ� EXVLQHVV� LQ� RFFXSLHG�
3DOHVWLQH�GR�QRW�ÀW�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�UHDOLW\�DQG�HYHQ�SHUSHWXDWH�WKH�VWDWXV�TXR��
which does not serve Palestinian interests. At worst, these policies perpetuate 
WKH� RFFXSDWLRQ� DQG� DSDUWKHLG�� +HQFH�� WKH� DJUR�LQGXVWULDO� SDUN� LQ� -HULFKR�
and all the problems that surround it provide another opportunity for the 
major DFWRUV�LQ�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�SURFHVV�LQ�RFFXSLHG�3DOHVWLQH��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�
donor community, the PA, the private sector and civil society to rethink the 
development methods used for the past two decades and research, develop 
DQG� DGRSW� QHZ� DSSURDFKHV� WKDW� DUH� HVVHQWLDOO\� FHQWHUHG� RQ� DFKLHYLQJ� WKH�
aspirations of the public.




