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Bisan Center for Research and Development was established

of development based on the principles of social justice,
and collective freedom.

Bisan Center for Research and Development
Ramallah – Palestine
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Position Paper:
Jericho Agro-Industrial Park:
A Corridor for Peace or Perpetuation of Occupation?
Overview
parks are neither a new approach nor a
recent tactic; the Palestinian Authority (PA) has adopted this approach
since
part of neoliberal policy conditions,
free market requirements and donor recommendations. In line with joint
have been an important
aspect of
“peace dividends” to win people’s hearts and minds. Nonetheless, this

the occupation and the racist colonial condition directly and indirectly.

revived the concept of these parks and planned for new ones. Now we hear
and Bethlehem respectively as well as others elsewhere, but rarely do we
describe them as “Palestinian”. Such industrial parks have become a pillar of
sustainable development from the perspective of PA politicians as well as

distorted.1
Clamor and controversy clearly

1
economic impact,” a series of papers on development, Bisan Center for Research and Development,
available online at http ar.bisan. sites default
lmntq_lsny_fy_ryh.pdf
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Industrial
developmental models. Therefore, this policy brief primarily addresses the

Does the Jericho Agro-Industrial Park entrench and perpetuate the
occupation or is it a corridor for peace and prosperity?

economic contributions as well as its Japanese funder’s role, history and
to produce brief conclusions and recommendations that will hopefully reach

our call to stakeholders to follow a different development model that responds
Palestinians live and understands the development process as a cumulative,
complementary, economic, social and political one that fundamentally seeks

their options, capabilities and potentials in order to ensure their happiness.
Therefore, our counter-mainstream approach is not only intended to be
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condition and enjoys ownership and protection under a Palestinian national

Crisis of trust and legitimacy vis-à-vis project’s economic feasibility
“The Jericho Agro-Industrial Park aims to change the policy of fait accompli
philosophy is very simple: attract foreign investments to manufacture and
then export, creating local job opportunities that will have a major role in
Palestinian Industrial Estate and Free Zone Authority (PIEFZA))
“Clearly, the Jericho Agro-Industrial Park may improve agriculture in the
project area, but it was also designed to improve exports to the Jordan Valley
industrial park, in addition to the major shortcomings in the feasibility studies
that may render the entire project economically and politically unfeasible.”
(Bisan 2012)

place in
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in the Palestinian political arena; the project is not isolated from the PA’s
policies, development plans, projects for political settlements or even the

speak of a Palestinian interior in the Jordan Valley and of the border with

political and economic map of the world.

project the ability to funnel international support towards production and
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failure?

sense, empower farmers within their lands when those farmers see their and
In other words, is it

in the project is a major focus of controversy. The Japanese say Israel is a
partner in the project, and the Palestinians say Israel’s involvement stems from
and the Israelis. In both cases, Israel’s involvement in the project is linked to

In contrast, some say the settlers have no incentive to be involved with the
they will lose the Israeli incentives. There are also the various technical

. The “Palestine Documents” reveal that the “Corridor for Peace and Prosperity” initiative

on donors.
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Lack of ownership and popular accountability
“Knowledgeable Japanese experts must be brought in to make Palestinian
experts, experts.” (Palestinian Project Coordinator, JICA)
“Reports and project feasibility studies are only in English because of the
The lack of Palestinian ownership of the Jericho Area-Industrial Park manifests

this situation clearly violates the principles of the Paris Declaration on Aid
Effectiveness, which, despite their faults and problems, Japan and the PA

allocations to translate the reports, whereas the Palestinian side sees no problem
or harm or is convinced of a statement made by a Palestinian representative to

The second principle of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness of mutual
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in an effective and transparent manner. Popular control and accountability is

built from the bottom up rather than imposed from above, is entirely absent,

The project also clearly violates the other three principles of the Paris Declaration

contradicts the PA’s demands since the third phase is the most important for its

Since popular accountability has multiple facets, the need arises to identify
the impact of the industrial park on income variation and opportunities as
well as its impact on economic and social inequality. Clearly, the industrial
policies, in addition to some major players in the private sector.4 Therefore,
4
the quality of the projects as well as the names and characteristics of investors have remained
under wraps so far.
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This project represents the vision of the public and private sectors; a vision

a resistance economy that empowers Palestinians on their land, ensures their
seeks to liberate the land and the people.

from the Japanese people to the Japanese experts
“Japan is not concerned with justifying its aid expenditure to the taxpayer,
so will invest in projects that could be considered risky.”5
Representative to the PA)
“We have discovered considerable problems in the work of the Japanese
agricultural
project in the Palestinian territories but declined to discuss the size of the
was disbursed to Japanese experts .. Japanese companies .. or to JICA .. and
(Former PA minister of agriculture)
. “Jericho business park aims to inch Palestine towards sustainability”, The Guardian, 18
http www.
.co.uk
-development
jun 18 jericho-business-parkpalestine-sustainability
6
’’
http www.maannews.net arb ViewDetails.
?ID=
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contributions are indeed disbursed towards the development of the Palestinian
most often retains its funds for itself or funnels them back to Japan directly

its market.” The production inputs to this investment are Japanese, and many

of Japanese funds is investment, rather than aid. To put it more bluntly, one
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and a model of resistance that we must seek but the establishment of an

viability over other important – possibly fundamental – considerations such
as the political dimension of the project and the associated framework of

as a complementary cumulative socio-economic and political process for the
development process responsive to the public’s aspirations.

What next and where to: towards bridging the legitimacy gap
“As far as I know, Israel does not provide privileges and facilities to the
Jericho Agro-Industrial Park .. I also understand that Israel does not need
to obtain political and economic incentives ... JICA is an executive agency
for international cooperation. We do not aim to achieve political goals ..
but hope to contribute through the success of the agro-industrial park to the

“When the concept of the Corridor for Peace and Prosperity is materialized,
the regional problem will be solved through economic, rather than security
or political, ways. We believe that Japan is the only one in a position to

another investment in the political peace process within the framework and
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park per se. The park is the product of a particular model that it reinforces and

matter of realism.

freedom.
We, as Palestinians, are required more than ever to conclude a national
time to dismantle the intricate joint network of businesses and relationships

The question surely intersects with the need to adopt a different approach to

to cover up for and pay the cost of occupation.
industrial park in Jericho but rather concern the development process as a
whole. Therefore, we clearly state that the industrial park is part of the overall
is
bodies to impose their will with their current models and methods, whilst they
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power.
within
project entails the automatic failure of the industrial park project? In the
which does not serve Palestinian interests. At worst, these policies perpetuate
and all the problems that surround it provide another opportunity for the
major
donor community, the PA, the private sector and civil society to rethink the
development methods used for the past two decades and research, develop
aspirations of the public.
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